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APPENDIX A

AERONAUTICAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PANEL (AMCP)

1. Terms of reference

To undertake specific studies, as approved by the Air Navigation
Commission and reflected in the work programme of the panel, with a view to
advising the ANC on technically practical and operationally feasible ICAO
provisions, as necessary, to meet the objectives specified in the work
programme.

2. Work programme

In line with the above, the body shall:

a) carry out the fact-finding and conduct the necessary studies
for the development and implementation of aeronautical
mobile-satellite service (AMSS), in an evolutionary manner;

b) develop, as required, SARPs and guidance material to ensure
AMSS interoperability;

c) develop, as required, SARPs and guidance material relating to
the physical and operational aspects of providing over-all
system control;

d) maintain the necessary liaison with other panels concerned
with data link to ensure interoperability;

e) maintain the necessary liaison with the Aeronautical Fixed
Service (AFS) Systems Planning for Data Interchange (ASP)
Panel to ensure global connectivity using cost-efficient
facilities;

f) develop, as required, SARPs and guidance material relating to
the physical and operational aspects of interconnecting or
interfacing different compatible AMSS networks as well as
dissimilar networks;

g) identify, as required, network elements, conditions or
functions that will have institutional implications in the
provision of an over-all global communications, navigation,
and surveillance (CNS) system;

h) conduct studies of the present methods of assigning
frequencies in the VHF aeronautical band 118-137 MHz to
determine if optimum utilization is being achieved using
current 25 kHz spacing;

i) study and determine the impact on VHF frequency congestion and
safe operation of using modified operating criteria
(i.e. reduced desired/undesired (D/U) ratio, reduced
co-channel and adjacent channel protection, reduced
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operational coverage, reduced ground transmitter power,
channel spacing of 12.5 kHz, etc.);

j) take due account of existing and future ATS operating
procedures and requirements which may impact on the efficient
utilization of the existing VHF band;

k) assess the impact on VHF frequency congestion resulting from
use of VHF, satellite and SSR Mode S data links;

l) if reduced channel spacing is determined to be necessary,
conduct studies to establish the most cost-efficient method of
implementing reduced channel spacing on a regional basis,
taking into due account compatibility/interoperability with
regions using 25 kHz spacing;

m) take into consideration the improved interference immunity
requirements (1995-1998) and off-set carrier requirements in
any specifications for reduced channel spacing;

n) carry out the fact-finding and conduct the necessary studies
for the development and implementation of VHF air-ground data
link services for air traffic services (ATS) and aeronautical
operational control (AOC) requirements;

o) develop guidance material and SARPs, as necessary, to ensure
VHF air-ground data link interoperability;

p) develop guidance material and SARPs, as necessary, related to
over-all system control;

q) maintain necessary liaison with other panels concerned with
air-ground data link to ensure compatibility and
inter-operability with the aeronautical telecommunication
network (ATN) concept.
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